Vraja Vilasa Stava, verse 38
(Srila Raghunatha das Goswami)

tambularpana-pada-mardana-payo-danabhisaradibhir
vrndaranya-mahesvarim priyataya yas tosayanti priyah |
prana-prestha-sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita-bhimikah
keli-bhimisu ripa-mafijari-mukhas ta dasikah samsraye

"| take shelter of Sri Radhika’s maidservants, headed by Ripa Mafijari, who always engage in serving
betel leaves, massaging the feet, serving water, and arranging for the Divine Couple’s secret trysts.
These maidservants are even more dear to the great Queen of Vrndaranya (Sri Radhika) than the
prana-prestha-sakhis (the girlfriends who are dearer to Her than life), and She is therefore not at all
shy before them!"

Stavamrta Kana Vyakhya:

In this verse, Sripada Dasa Gosvami praises the mafijaris, the maidservants of Sri Radha who have a
greater love for Radha and who are led by Ripa Mafijari.

Of the aforementioned five kinds of sakhis, they are the prana-sakhis and the nitya-sakhis.

yah purvam prana-sakhyas ca nitya sakhyas ca kirtitah.
sakhi-snehadhika jieyas ta evatra manisibhih

(Ujjvala N1lamani Sakhi Prakarana 134)

"The sakhis who | previously glorified as prana-sakhis and nitya-sakhis are considered to be
more affectionate towards the heroine."

tadiyatabhimaninyo yah sneharh sarvadasritah.
sakhyam alpadhikam krsnat sakht snehadhikam tu tah

(ibid. 131)

"Any sakhi who thinks ‘we are yours’, who thus always shows affection for Sri Radha, and who
has a little more affection for Sri Krsna’s beloved Sri Radha than for Sri Krsna Himself, is called sakhi-
snehadhika."

Srimat Riipa Gosvamipada has given this example:

viramatu tava vrnde ditya caturya carya
sahacari vinivrtya bruhi gosthendra sinum
visama visadhareyarm $arvari pravrsenya
katham iha girikufije bhirur esa praheya

(Ujjvala N1lamani Sakhi Prakarana 132)

"One of $r1 Radha’s foremost prana-sakhis forbade Vrnda to send Her on Her love-journey,
saying: ‘O friend Vrnde! Let your clever message-carrying rest here! Go away from here and tell
Gosthendra-Nandana that this is a monsoon-night and there are poisonous snakes slithering around!
How can we send our frightened friend Sri Radha to that mountain-cave? He is able to defeat snakes
like Kaliya, so let Him come this way Himself in secret!”"



These prana-sakhis and nitya-sakhis, who have a greater love for Radha, are known as
mafjaris. Although they belong to the five classes of sakhis they are maidservants who are always
engaged in the service of $ri-Sri Radha-Madhava. Hence it is said:

tambdalarpana pada-mardana payodanabhisaradibhir vrndaranya mahesvarim priyataya yas
tosayanti priyah

"By offering Her betel leaves, massaging Her feet, giving Her water and escorting Her on Her
love-journeys, they always satisfy the great queen of Vrndavana!"

Srila Thakura Mahasaya has written:

caudike sakhira majhe, radhikara ingite,
cirunt loiya kore dhari

kutila kuntala sab, vithariya ancarab
bonaibo vicitra kavari

"While | am surrounded by sakhis, | take a comb in my hand, and on Her indication, | start to
comb all of Radhika’s curly hairs with a comb, binding it into a wonderful braid."

mrgamada malayaja, sab ange lepabo,
poraibo manohara hara

candana kunkume, tilaka bonaibo,
herabo mukha sudhakara

"I will anoint Her whole body with musk and sandalwood pulp and adorn Her with an
enchanting necklace. | will make a tilaka for Her with sandalwood pulp and vermilion and look at Her
moon-like face."

nila pattambara, yatane poraibo,
paye dibo ratana maijire
bhrngarera jale, anga carana dhoyaibo,

muchaibo apana cikure

"I will diligently dress Her in Her blue silken sadi and place jewelled anklebells on Her feet. |
will wash Her reddish feet with water from a jug and dry them off with my hairs."

kusuma komala dale, $eja vichaibo,
$ayana korabo donhakare

dhavala camara ani, mrdu mrdu vijabo,
charamita duhuka sarire

"I will make a bed of soft flower petals for Them both and then | will make Them lie down,
bring a white whisk-fan and start softly fanning Their exhausted bodies."

kanaka samputa kori, karptra tambdala bhori,
yogaibo donhara vadane

adhara sudharase, tambdla suvase,
bhokhabo adhika yatane

(Prarthana)
"I will fill a golden box with camphor and betel leaves and place these delicacies in Their

mouths. Afterwards | will enjoy even more diligently after Their lip-nectar has scented these betel
leaves."



The maifijaris consist of nothing but the transcendental mellow of devotional service. Their
hearts are dedicated to devotional service, and without service they do not know anything else.
Because of their steadiness and fixation in the mellow of service, we can see that they are even more
trusted by the Yugala in Their coming and going to Their private places of kufija-vilasa than the sama-
sneha parama-prestha-sakhis like Sri Lalita.

prana prestha sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita bhimikah keli bhimisu. The purport of this is that
all the five kinds of sakhis that we have discussed in the past are happy to arrange for Sri Radharant’s
meeting with Sri Krsna and none of them either desire or endeavour to have independent meetings
with Him. Nevertheless Sri Radha sometimes desires to arrange for Sri Krsna to have intercourse with
Lalita and the sakhis -

yadyapi sakhira krsna sangame nahi mana;
tathapi radhika yatne koraya sangama
nana chale krsne preri sangama koraya;
atma-krsna-sanga hoite koti sukha paya

(Caitanya Caritamrta Madhya Chapter 8)

"Although the sakhis have no interest in personal intercourse with Krsna, still Radhika carefully
arranges for their meetings with Him. With different pretexts, She urges Krsna to have intercourse with
them and thus She attains millions of times more happiness than if She would personally unite with
Krsna."

But although the mafijaris are in the class of the sakhis, they never have sexual intercourse
with Krsna, due to their fixation in a pure service-attitude. Even if Sri Krsna makes a pass at them or
even if their own Yathesvaris are eager for them to do this, they never desire personal intercourse with
SriKrsna.

ananya sri radha padakamala dasyaika rasadht
hareh sange rangam svapana samaye na’pi dadhati
balat krsna kirpasakabhidi kim apy acarati ka-

py udasrur meveti pralapati mamatma ca hasati

(Vrndavana Mahimamrta 16, 94)

"The maidservants, who are exclusively devoted to the service of Sri Radha’s lotus feet, which
are like an ocean of nectar, do not enjoy with Sri Hari even in their dreams. When Krsna forcibly pulls
at their bodices, they cry out: ‘No, no!” while Radhika watches and laughs."

By laughing, Sr1 Radha shows that she approves of Sri Krsna’s actions.

In his Ananda-Candrika-tika of $ri Ujjvala Nilamani, Nayaka-Sahaya-Bheda-prakarana, verse 15, Srimat
Visvanatha Cakravartipada has written —

yadyapi sakhyo hi sva sva yuthesvarinam $ri radhadinam eva $ri krsnanga sanga-sukhena
sukhinyah na tu svasam, tad api tah samanyato dvidha bhavati - prema-saundarya-vaidagdhyadinam
adhikyena $r1 krsnasyati lobhaniya gatryas tesam nylnatvena tasyanati-lobhaniya gatryas ca. tata eva
sva ylthesvarinam apyagrahadhikyac ca kadacit $r1 krsnanga sanga sprhavatyo’pi bhavanti, tas ca
lalitadyah parama prestha sakhyadayah. uttaram tu tad dvayabhavat kadapi krsnanga sanga
sprhavatyo na bhavanti, tas ca kasturyadayo nitya sakhyah

"Although the sakhts are happy when they can arrange for the meetings of their Ylthesvaris
with SriKrsna and do not desire the bliss of personal union with Him, still we can generally distinguish
two kinds of them. To the first belong those who have bodies that are very attractive for Sri Krsna
because they have more love, beauty and cleverness, and to the second belong those whose bodies
are not so attractive to Him because they have less love, beauty etc.



Of them, the first are Lalita and other parama-prestha-sakhis, who desire bodily intercourse
with SrT Krsna because of the great eagerness of their Yathesvaris, and the second group is never eager
to meet with Krsna, even if He requests it and their Yathesvaris are eager to accomplish their meetings
also. They are the nitya-sakhis or manjaris like Kastur."

The purport of this is that, according to the kind and the amount of the devotees’ love, the
Lord is greedy to taste the flavours of his/her love. The love of the sama-sneha-sakhis can allow their
Yatheévari Radha to agree with their bodily intercourse with Sri Krsna, and the desire to unite with
them may also awaken in the heart of Sri Krsna.

But the love of the mafijaris, who are exclusively fixed in a service-attitude, will not make them
desire to unite with Sri Krsna even in dreams, what to speak of in a wakeful state! Therefore Sri Krsna
will also never desire to unite with them. If He requests them to unite with Him, than it is only an
external show, or done as a joke, it is never real.

Sri Radha’s efforts to make them unite with Krsna should similarly be seen as an external act
or as a mere joke.

Because of the complete purity of their attitude, Sri Radha has accepted the mafijaris as Her
own Self, so that they automatically gain free access to all the places where the Sri Yugala meets and
performs pastimes.

The SrT Yugala considers them to be like the embodiments of Their absorption in Their erotic
pastimes. Because of this exclusive privilege, the mafijaris are situated in the highest position in the
kingdom of prema. The Gaudiya Vaisnavas perform their bhajana in allegiance to them. This is the
unprecedented merciful gift of Sriman Mahaprabhu.

$riripa manjarisara, $rirati manjart ara,
labanga manjart manjulall
$ri rasa mafjari sange, kasturika adi range,
prema seva kore kutiihole

"I will eagerly render loving service with Sri Ripa Ma#ijari, Sr Rati Mafijari, Labanga Mafijari,
Mafijulali Ma#ijari, Sri Rasa Mafijari, Kasturika and others.“

e sab anuga hoiya, prema seva nibo caiya,
ingite bujhibo sab kaje.

ripa gune dagamagi, sada hobo anuragi,
vasati koribo sakhi majha

"Following all of them, | will beg for devotional service, understanding what to do simply by
receiving their hints. | will always float in the forms and attributes of the Divine Pair and live amongst
the sakhis."

vrndavane dui jana, catur dike sakhigana
samaya bujhiya rasa sukhe

sakhira ingita hobe, camara dhulabo kobe,
tambila yogabo canda mukhe

"The Divine Pair of Vrndavana is surrounded by Their girlfriends. Understanding the time has
come, | will, by the indication of the sakhis, fan Them with a whisk-fan or place betel leaves in Their
moon-like mouths in rasika-bliss."

yugala carana sevi, nirantara ei bhavi,
anuragi thakibo saday

sadhane bhavibo yaha, siddha dehe pabo tah3,
raga pathera ei se upaya



"I will always think about the lotus feet of the Yugala Kisora and remain passionately devoted
to them. Whatever | think of during my practice | will get in my siddha-deha. These are the ways of
raganuga bhakti."

Sripada Raghunatha says: "l take shelter of these maidservants of $ri Radha, headed by Ripa
Maihjar!"

In many ways and many places in this Stavavali, one can see Sri Raghunatha thus speaking of
the Yugala-seva and Sri Ripanugatya-bhajana. All this will become known to us at the proper places.

tambdla dana, pada mardana, jala danadite;
nitya abhisare radhaya kore paritrpte

prana prestha yoto sakhi lalita pradhan3;
tanhadera ho’te yara sevate pravina
nihsankoca citte tai rahah keli sthane

seva karye kore yara gamanagamane

$r1 rGpa manjart adi radha dasigane;

asraya loiya bhaji ei mora mane

"In my mind | worship $r1 Radha’s maidservants, headed by Sri Riipa Mafijari, who satisfy Her
by serving Her betel leaves and water, massaging Her feet and escorting Her on Her love-journeys.
They are even more expert in devotional service than Sri Radhika’s heart’s friends, headed by Lalit3,
and they can freely come and go in and out of the places, where the Divine Pair perform Their intimate
pastimes, to render their services there."

Vilapa Kusumanjali 16
(Srila Raghunatha das Goswami)

PADABJAYOS TAVA VINA VARA DASYAM EVA
NANYAT KADAPI SAMAYE KILA DEVI YACE

SAKHYAYA TE MAMA NAMO'STU NAMO'STU NITYAM
DASYAYA TE MAMA RASO'STU RASO'STU SATYAM

"0 Goddess! | shall never pray to You for anything else but the excellent service of Your lotus
feet! | offer my constant obeisances to the idea of becoming Your friend, but | really relish the idea of
becoming Your maidservant!

Explanations:

The transcendental revelations do not fade away from Sri Raghunatha dasa. Svamini stands before
Tulast and wants to offer her a friendly relationship, saying: "Tulasi! Please accept My friendship! You
can become equal to Lalita and the others and serve both Me and Syamasundara!" Tulasi then says:
"O goddess! | don't want anything else but the excellent service of Your lotus feet! | offer my
obeisances to Your friendship! Let it stay on my head! | only want to serve You!" No one but Dasa
Gosvami is so fixed in that desire for Sri Radha's service! That should be our target! Such sincere
eagerness cannot be found anywhere else! Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami is an eternally liberated
maidservant of Srimati Radharani, so he is the greatest authority, the acarya of the (Gaudiya Vaisnava)
sampradaya (tradition) and by following in his footsteps one will surely attain this service. He gave the
perfect example to the practising devotees with his sadhana-maya jivana, his life, which was full of
devotional practice. "l want to think of myself as a follower of the Gosvamis like Ripa and Raghunatha
dasa. What can | do to accomplish that?" Hearing and chanting of the maha vani (great words) of Srila
Raghunatha dasa Gosvami will awaken that identification as follower of Rlipa and Raghunatha. His very
powerful words are even greater than the words of the Rsis of yore, for these words are filled with the



[11a-rasa of the most confidential Vraja nikuiijas to which even the great sages did not have access. The
kinkaris know even better how to attain Radharani's foot-service than Radharant Herself! The six
Gosvamis are all eternally perfect maidservants from the groves of Vraja, therefore it is required to
follow in their footsteps. Sri Raghunatha's love can be understood through this Vilapa. For this reason
we are discussing Vilapa Kusumadjali.

Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami prays: "Ha devil Please give me the excellent service of Your
lotus feet!" This service is so excellent because it is completely free from shame and reverence, and it
is very luscious. Such service cannot be found anywhere, but now it is given as a special token of mercy
of Sri Gaurasundara. Raghunatha dasa is a nitya siddha kinkari and the guru of the (Gaudiya)
sampradaya. The beautiful and sweet service of Sri Radha is also most dear to us. Of all kinds of
servanthood the servitude of Sri Radha is the greatest. Although you are a sakhi, you are also a
maidservant, adolescent in form and attributes, and qualified for the most intimate services. There is
no other kind of servitude that can soothe the hearts of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. The maiijaris are
actually taking part in the madhura rasa, but still it is servitude, for their service is within the scope of
the madhura rasa— ripa raghunatha pade hoibe akuti; kobe ham bujhabo sei yugala priti? "When, will
I, by following in the footsteps of Srila Ripa and Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami, understand the love
of Radha and Krsna?" (Narottama dasa Thakura) Ripa and Raghunatha dasa's bodies are made from
tip to toe of yugala ujjvala rasa, splendid consciousness of the Divine Couple. How eager their hearts
were! How can one become absorbed in this splendid consciousness without being full of this yugala
ujjvala rasa? Meditation on the Kama gayatri-mantra is very helpful for entering into this mood.
vrndavane aprakrta navina madana; kama bija kama gayatri yahara upasana (C.C. Madhya 8) "The
transcendental youthful Cupid of Vrndavana (Krsna) is meditated upon and attained by the Kama
gayatri-mantra which has the Kama-bija (seed of transcendental desire) joined to it." He who makes
the devotees forget the material world and who maddens them with His transcendental form, qualities
and pastimes, is the transcendental youthful Cupid, and on Him we meditate (dhimahi). gadyantarm
trayate yasmad iti gayatr: "That which liberates by being sung is a gayatri." The worship with the Kama-
gayatri-mantra is meant to save us from material existence and to make our bodies, minds and life-
airs fit for relishing the flavours of Radha-Govinda's transcendental pastimes.

In his spiritual absorption $ri Raghunatha dasa submits to SvaminT's feet: "Let me meditate
how You overwhelm Syama with Your ecstatic plays in the kufijas! When even You are unable to bring
Him back to consciousness, You will need me". During His loving pastimes in the kufija Syama faints of
ecstasy because of encountering the waves of Radhika's vast madana maha bhava, but Anuragavati
(passionate Radhika) is not satisfied yet, so here some excellent service is required. Svamini thinks:
"Tulasi! | cannot break Priyatama's swoon! Why don't you please come?" Where else is such a
confidential service to be found? Even Lalitd and Visakha cannot attain this! This is the most excellent
service! Radhika is called devi in this verse because She takes part in such playful sports.

Once the Divine Couple plays a game of dice for a wager. She who gives the most joy wins.
Syama is defeated. On Radharani's indication the maidservant begins to deride Syama, saying: "Ohe!
Don't come here to play dice anymore! Better You go and herd the cows, understand? For cowherding
You need a cow's brain! You must have become like them because of too much association with them!
Qualifications are indispensible! Go and play there where bodily strength is required! For this game
You need some brain, You understand?! Don't come here to play this game anymore!" Syama is
embarrassed by these joking words. There's no limit to Svamint's ecstasy! This is the most excellent
service! What a sweet upasana (subject of meditation)! How can servitude ever be supreme? When it
is anointed with the madhura rasa! Without being in madhura bhava (a sweet spiritual mood) one can
not enter into Radha and Krsna's pastimes. Only those who know the feelings and the thoughts of
Bhavamaya and Bhavamayi (all-emotional Radhika and Krsna-candra) can enter into this. The
maidservants don't want Krsna alone, not even in their dreams! They pray to Krsna: "Please take me
along wherever You plays Your loving pastimes - with Your Priyaji - so that | can engage in Your loving
service!"

Srimat Ripa Gosvami says: The kama riipa raga bhakti (raganuga-devotion in the erotic mood)
is of two kinds: sambhogecchatmika (devotion full of desire to enjoy with Krsna personally) and tad
bhavecchatmika (sakhibhava): tad bhavecchatmika tasarm bhava madhurya kamita (Bhakti Rasamrta



Sindhuh 1.2.299). These devotees are finding more happiness in assisting Krsna's direct lady-lovers,
like Radha and Candravali, in meeting Krsna than in meeting Him personally. Examples are sakhis like
Lalita and Visakha. Their sthayi bhava (intrinsic, permanent mood) is Krsna-rati (love for Krsna), and
their suhrt rati (love for the friend like Radharani) is a saficaribhava, an infused mood. saficarayanti
bhavasya gatim safcarino'pi te (B.R.S. 2.4.2). They love Krsna first, and that love is infused in Radharanr.
During pirva raga (beginnings of love), Sri Radha met Lalita and the sakhis on the bank of the Kaliya-
hrada. Because they had the same mood they became acquainted with each other that day, but when
the gopis saw the superiority of Sri Radha's love for Krsna they wanted to become happy by arranging
for Her meeting with Krsna. Krsna then told His friend Subala:

kaliya damana dina maha; kalind1 kila kadambaka chaho

koto $ata vraja nava bala; pekhalur janu thira vijurika mala
tohe kahon subala sangati; taba dhari hama na jano dina rati
tahi dhani-mani dui cari; tahi mana mohint eka nari

so rahu majhu mone paitht; manasija dhiime ghume nahi dithi
anukhana tahika samadhi; ko jane kaichana viraha veyadhi
dine dine ksina bhelo deh3; govinda dasa koho aiche nava leha

"How many hundreds of Vraja-gopis didn't | see under the shade of the Kadamba-tree on the
bank of the Yamuna on the day | subdued the Kaliya-snake? | tell you, O friend Subala! Then (I was so
startled that) | didn't know whether it was day or night! Amongst them there were about two or four
jewel-like girls, and among them there was again one particularly mind-enchanting girl. She entered
My mind and the resultant smoke of Cupid did not allow me to sleep anymore. | am now constantly
meditating on Her; who knows how the pain of separation feels? My body becomes skinnier and
weaker every day." Govinda dasa says: "Such are the ways of new, young love!"

Srimati showed similar loving attachment when She first saw Syamasundara:

dekhiya nagara siromani; na janiye divasa rajant
ki hoilo marame vyatha; kahare kohibo kotha
sakhi! ki ara puchasi more; marama kohilum tore
yadi se milaye moya; tabe se saphala hoy

nahile na jiva ara; tohare kohilum sara

"When | saw this crown-jewel of lovers | did not know anymore whether it was night or day
(out of ecstasy). Who can | tell about My heartache? O sakhi! What more do you want to know? | told
you what's on My heart! When He will meet Me, then | will feel fulfilled, and if not then | cannot live
anymore! This is definite!"

The sakhis like Lalita and Visakha are getting more ecstasy from establishing the meeting of
the anuragi eager Couple Radha and Madhava than from meeting with Krsna themselves, and in this
way their love has become known as tad-bhavecchatmika-love. Still, $ri Radha sometimes desires to
give them the position of nayika (lady-love of Krsna), but, although the mafijaris are also a kind of sakhr,
they never accept such a role! The majaris (buds) enhance the beauty of a flower (gopi), but are never
separately enjoyable to the blackbee (Krsna). Lalita and the sakhis have sama sneha (equal love for
Radha and Krsna), but the mafijaris are radha snehadhika (they have more love for Radhika). This kind
of love is called bhavollasa. Srila Riipa Gosvami states in his 'Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhuh' (2.5.128) :

saficari syat samona va krsna-ratyah suhrd ratih
adhika pusyamana ced bhavollasa itiryate

"When the sakhis love Radha (suhrd ratih) as much as or less than Krsna, then their
saficaribhava is called Krsna rati. But if they love Radhika more, then it is called bhavollasa rati." The
mafijaris are endowed with this bhavollasa rati. Srila Ramai Thakura inquired from Srimati Jahnava
Thakurant about this bhavollasa rati:



thakura kohe - age krpa kori koho; bhavollasa rati kotha amare sunaho

jahnava kohena - bapu! sona savadhane!; bhavollasa rati matra hoy vrndavane
vrndavana sthana se devera agocara; yaha vilasaye nitya kisort kisora

$ri ripa mafjart ara $ri rati mafijarT; sevanande magna rahe diva vibhavari
bhavollasa rati matra iha sabhakara; duhu sukhe sukhi kichu nahi jane ara
radha-Krsna sevanande sada kala hare; ananda sagare tara sadai vihare
$rimatira sama sabe deha bheda matra; eka prana eka atma sabhe radha-tantra

"Ramai Thakura said: Please tell me more about bhavollasa rati!" Mother Jahnava said: "Listen
carefully, O son! Bhavollasa rati can only be found in Vrndavana!" Vrndavana, where Kisora (adolescent
Krsna) eternally sports with KisorT (adolescent Radhika) cannot be perceived even by the demigods. Sri
Ripa Mafijari and Sri Rati Mafijari are absorbed in the ecstasy of devotional service day and night. They
are all endowed with bhavollasa rati, and they are happy only when the Divine Couple is happy; they
don't know anything else but that. They are completely equal to Srimati; only their bodies are different.
They are one soul and one life-air and they are all controlled by Radha."

One who wants to relish Krsna's sweetness to the utmost must take complete shelter of Sri
Radha. Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati writes in Radha Rasa Sudhanidhih (261): kvasau radha
nigama padavi diraga kutra casau Krsnas tasyah kuca mukulayor antaraikanta vasah "Where is Radh3,
who is hard to perceive by following the Vedas, and where is Krsna, who always lives inbetween Her
bud-like breasts?" Sri Radharani says: "If you want to see My Sundara (beautiful Krsna) you must take
full shelter of My lotus feet!" And why do the mafijaris love Krsna? Because He is Radharant's gallant!
"Remember Krsna in this Vraja forest as the Prana-vallabha of my Svamini! First Radha - then Syama!
When Krsna makes any trouble we'll take Him by the hand and throw Him out of the kuiija! We are
the maidservants of Radha!" Why do the kinkaris love Krsna? Because He is the lover of Radharani!

Once, when Krsna takes His supper in Nandi$vara, a kinkari fans Him. Without being seen by
others Syama keeps His hand on that kinkari's foot, as a means of asking her: "Will | meet My Dearest
One or not?" That maidservant then places one toe on Syama's hand, indicating that a meeting will be
possible - that is the most excellent service! This is vara dasya, the most excellent service! Nothing is
done for personal happiness, everything is done for the pleasure of the Yugala! Although the mafijaris
are in the category of sakhis they are servants because of their complete dedication to devotional
service. The sakhis may have a superior position in the pastimes, but the fortune of service is greater
for the mafijaris! They know Sri Radhika's innermost purpose and therefore they can perform their
service without hesitation like no one else in the world.

One day Radha and Krsna are intimately enjoying Themselves in a kufija, and a maiijari relishes
the sweetness of these pastimes through a passage between the vines. It appears to the maidservant
that there is some obstacle in Radha and Krsna's pastimes, but They don't notice anything out of
ecstasy. The maidservant then notices that Radha and Krsna got stuck to Each other with Their hair, so
very carefully she enters the kuija, so as not to disturb Them, and unravels the hairs, so that the
amorous pastimes can continue again. Who else can perform such a clever, intimate service? Even
Lalita and the sakhis don't know! This is vara dasya, the most excellent service, which is attained by
chanting the name of Sri Radha: jaya jaya radha nama, vrndavana yara dhama, krsna sukha vilasera
nidhi (Narottama Dasa Thakura, Prema Bhakti Candrika) "Glory, glory to Sri Radha's name, that dwells
in Vrndavana and that is the jewel of SriKrsna's blissful pastimes!"

"0 Radhe! For attaining Your most excellent service I'm taking shelter of Your lotus feet, which
even Syama holds to His chest for soothing His lust-afflicted heart!

vrndavanesvari tavaiva padaravindam premamrtaika makaranda rasaugha plrnam
hrdy arpitam madhupateh smara tapam ugram nirvapayat parama $italam asrayami

"O Queen of Vrndavana! | take shelter of Your cooling lotus feet, which are filled with all the
nectar- honey of pure love, and that even Madhupati, the Lord of sweetness Sri Krsna, keeps to His
heart to soothe His terrible lusty affliction!" (Radha Rasa Sudhanidhih - 13)



Sri Radhika protects Sri Krsna's senses, that's why She is a GOPI (the verbal root 'gup' means
'protecting'). Giridhari does not feel the slightest distress while lifting Govardhana Hill. His pleasure
potency stands before Him and solves everything. She's made of the quintessence of the Cintamani
jewel of maha-bhava, the pinnacle of love. In sandalwoodpulp or a Cintamani-stone there is no asara,
or useless refuse, but still Her maha-bhava is the sara, or quintessence, of the Cintamani-jewel of
prema. The maidservants say: "Syama! Do You know why You're so beautiful? Because Your Priya is
here!"

radha sange yada bhati tada madana mohanah
anyatha visvamoho'pi svayarh madana mohitah

(Govinda Lilamrta 8.32)

"When He shines with Radha, He is Madana Mohana, the enchanter of Cupid, but otherwise
He is Himself enchanted by Cupid, although He enchants the whole world!"

codi gopira manoratha, manmathera mana mathe, nama dhare madana mohana

"Mounting the chariots of the gopis' desires, He stirs even Cupid's mind, hence He is called
Madana Mohana." (Caitanya Caritamrta) ballabi bhuja-lata baddhe manobhavati brahmani mano me
ramate "The supreme brahman delights my mind when it is bound by the vine-like arms of the cowherd
girls." Krsna is very happy when someone calls Him Radha-sevaka (the servant of Radha), but almost
nobody says this. Sri Krsna is so much under Radha's control that He is willing to give everything to
those who serve Her. Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati writes (Radha Rasa Sudhanidhih 155):

anulikhyanantan api sad aparadhan madhupatir
maha premavistas tava parama deyam vimrsyati
tavaikam $ri radhe grnata iha namamrta rasam
mahimnah kah simam sprsatu dasyaika manasam

"O S$ri Radhe! Madhupati (Krsna) cancels innumerable offenses of anyone who even once
relishes the nectarean spiritual flavour of Your name, and in great ecstasy He considers what the
greatest gift He can give to such a person is. Who can then imagine the glories of someone whose mind
is fixed on becoming Your maidservant?"

Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami says: "l don't want anything else but Your excellent service! If
| am not qualifed for Your service, then please at least make me attached to this aspiration, so that
one day | may get it." dasyaya te mama raso'stu raso'stu satyarn: "Let me truly have eager spiritual
thirst for Your service!"

Sri Rasika-Candra Dasa sings:

tomara carana padma, prema bhakti rasa sadma
dast bhave seva vina tara

jivane marane haya, mone mora nahi caya,
sakhttvadi anya kichu ara

"Your lotus feet are the abode of loving devotion. In life or in death, | don't want anything else
but a service-mood towards them! | don't want friendship with You or anything else!"

na jani sakhyera guna, tai devi punah punah
tava sakhye mora namaskara
yadi bolo lajja pai, sakhttvere nahi cai,

kintu mone vasana tahara.
suno devi nivedana, se lalasa kadacana,



nahi uthe amara hrdaya
tava dasya rase mora, sada mone rahu bhora
ei satya janibe ni$coy

"I don't know the qualities of friendship, therefore, O Devi, | offer my obeisances to it again
and again! And if You say: "You don't want My friendship just because You're shy, but you actually
desire it within your mind!", then listen, O Devi, to my petition: "This desire has never arisen in my
heart! My mind is always filled with dasya rasa, which You should know for sure!"

Vilapa Kusumanijali 92
(Srila Raghunatha das Goswami)

VIHARAIS TRUTITAM HARAM GUMPHITAM DAYITAM KADA
SAKHINAM LAJJAYA DEVI SAMJNAYA MAM NIDEKSYASI

O Devi! When will You, being shy before Your girlfriends, order me through a hint to restring
Your dear necklace which broke during Your loving pastimes with Krsna?

Explanations:

Sri Raghunatha is deeply absorbed in his svariipa; there's no end to the stream of his visions. One by
one the transcendental pastimes trickle through his consciousness. In the previous verse Tulasi
rendered a wonderful service by playing the Vina. After arousing amorous feelings in the Divine Couple
she went out of the kufija and became blessed by relishing the sweetness of Their pastimes by looking
in through the window. After the Divine Couple has completed Their amorous pastimes Tulasi
understands that her time to render service has come, so she enters into the kufija. Both Radha and
Syama are leaning against Each other in the kufija after completing Their amorous pastimes. $rngara
rasa (erotic love) personified has become an expert craftsman and has dressed Them singlehandedly.
Their clothes are disheveled, Radhika's blouse has fallen off, sindira is smeared over Their foreheads,
SvaminT's braid is half opened and Her pearl necklace is broken. Sydmasundara is the very form of
$érngara rasa (erotic flavour), and even He is enchanted by the vision of Sri Radhika's body after Their
love pastimes: I11a ante sukhe ihara ye anga madhuri; taha dekhi sukhe ami apana pasari (C.C. Adi 4) "I
get beside Myself of ecstasy when | behold the sweetness of Her body after Our Pastimes." Even now
this relish has not come to an end. Svamini gives a hint to Tulasi: "Tulasi! My pearl necklace is broken!
Quickly restring it!" viharais trutitam haram: "The necklace was not broken by Me, but by Our
pastimes", Svamini shyly says. "Lalita and Visakha will come here soon! Quickly restring the necklace
before they have another reason to mock Me!" The sakhis make waves on the ocean of prema by
making jokes. prema lila viharanam samyag vistarika sakht (Ujjvala Nilamani) "The sakhis completely
expand and nourish the love, the pastimes and the enjoyment of Sri-Sri-Radha-Madhava." sakhi vina
ei lllara pusti nahi hoy; sakhr lila vistariya sakht asvadoy (C.C.) "Without the sakhis these pastimes
cannot be nourished. The sakhis extend them and make them relishable." But only the mafijaris are
eligible to render service freely and without hesitation! It is the nature of Mahabhava to make
Syamasundara happy and it is the nature of the mafijaris to make both Radha and Syamasundara happy
with their services. Along with their services they can also relish the sweetness of the Yugala-pastimes.
According to all the scriptures Krsna is the most beautiful, but according to Srimad Bhagavata His
beauty is even more enchanting when He is with the gopis. $ri Suka Muni said ($.B. 10.33.7):

tatrati Susubhe tabhir bhagavan devaki sutah
madhye maninam haimanam maha marakato yatha



"Krsna looked even more beautiful amongst the goprs, like a great emerald (Krsna) beautified
by beads of gold (the gopis)". And Radharant is the most beautiful gopt! Where can you ever find
anyone like Her? In Sri Viséakhanandada-stotram Sri Raghunatha dasa has written:
govindananga rajive bhanu srir varsabhanavi;

Krsna hrt kumudollase sudhakara kara sthitih

"$ri Radhika, the daughter of Vrsabhanu, is the beautiful sun that shines on the lotus flower of
Govinda's amorous desires and She's like the moon that shines on the heart of Krsna, which is like a
Kumuda-flower (Kumuda flowers thrive on the moonlight)."

Krsna manasa hamsasya manasi sarasi vara;
Krsna cataka jivatu navambhoda payah Sruti

“She is the excellent Manasi-lake where the swan of Krsna's mind swims (swans go to this lake
once a year to mate) and She is the fresh monsoon cloud that keeps the Krsna-Cataka bird alive."
Krsna mafjula tapifiche vilasat svarna yathika
govinda navya pathode sthira vidyul latadbhuta

"She is a splendid golden Yuthika-flower on the beautiful Tamala-tree named Krsna, and She is
a wonderful steady lightning strike in the fresh raincloud named Krsna."

grisme govinda sarvange candra candana candrika;
$ite Syama sSubhangesu pita patta lasat pati

“In the summer She is soothing camphor, sandalpaste and moonlight for all of Govinda's limbs
and in the winter She is a glistening yellow silk garment on Syama's handsome limbs."
madhau Krsna tartllase madhu-$rir madhurakrtih
mafju mallara raga-srih pravrsi Syama harsini

“In the spring She is the sweet form of the vernal goddess of fortune that gladdens the Krsna-
tree, and in the rainy season She is the lovely Mallara-melody that delights Syama."
rtau $aradi rasaika rasikendram iha sphutam
varftum hanta rasa-$rir viharanti sakhi srita

“In the autumn She selects Rasaika Rasikendra (Krsna, the only king of relishers of the Rasa-
dance) as Her husband and enjoys the Rasa-dance with Him as Rasa-Sri, the goddess of beauty of the
Rasa-dance, accompanied by Her friends."

hemante smara yuddhartham atantam raja-nandanam
paurusena parajetum jaya-Srir marti dharint

“In the Hemanta-season She wanders around with prince Krsna to fight erotic battles, in which
She assumes the form of Jaya-Sri (the goddess of victory) and defeats Him in a masculine way (taking
the masculine role during lovemaking)." Whatever is beautiful, sweet, loveable, and dear to the heart
and desirable $ri Raghunatha has used as examples of $ri-Sri Radha-Madhava's extraordinary mutual
love and Their beauty and sweetness. The greatest remembrance is the pastimes of the Divine Couple
and the practising devotee should immerse himself in this rasa. yugala vilasa smrti sara (Narottama).
During particular pastimes the Yugala will feel shy when the sakhis are present, therefore even the
sakhis will sometimes order the mafijaris to perform the more confidential service. Srila Narottama
Dasa Thakura sings:

lalita kobe more, vijana deobo, vijabo maruta mande



sramajala sakala, metabo duhun kalevara, herabo parama anande

When will Lalita order me to softly fan Them when Their bodies are studded with sweatdrops
of fatigue? | will see Them in topmost bliss!" (Prarthana)

The maidservant's heart is filled with Sri Radhika's love and affection. She sits at Her feet and
quickly restrings the necklace. Svamini is most satisfied and says: "Well done! How did you do that so
quickly?" There is no limit to TulasI's bliss when she knows that Svamini is pleased with her. Now she
knows that her service is a success! If | don't get a signal (from my deity) about whether my service is
pleasing Him or not, can | then truly say that I'm doing bhajan? In my dreams, smarana and visions |
want some experience also". This is a consolation in the life of a practising devotee. How wonderful is
ST Raghunatha's relish of these visions! It is as if he directly experiences all this! When the vision
vanishes he weeps and prays:

he devi $rTradhike! he svamini gandharvike!
nikuijete kandarpa vilase

premaspada manihara, chinna hole punarbar,
sakhigana bhoye lajjavase.

sakhigana samipete, ajia dibe ingitete,
chinna hara granthana korite.

vimardita kantha hara, ki apirva Sobha tara,
ganthi dibo rasa kautukete

(Sri Haripada Sila)

"0 Devi Sri Radhike! O Svamini Gandharvike! When Your beloved jewelled necklace breaks
during Your erotic pastimes in the nikufija You are too shy to show it to Your girlfriends, so You order
me through a hint to restring it. How wonderful is the beauty of that ravaged necklace! | will restring
it with rasika eagerness!"

Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi 142
(Srila Prabhodhananda Sarasvati)

RADHA NAMA SUDHA-RASAM RASAYITUM JIHVAS TU ME VIHVALA
PADAU TAT PADAKANKITASU CARATAM VRNDATAVI VITHISU

TAT KARMAIVA KARAH KAROTU HRDAYAM TASYAH PADAM DHYAYATAT
TAD BHAVOTSAVATAH PARAM BHAVATU ME TAT PRANANATHE RATIH

May my tongue become overwhelmed by relishing the nectarean flavour of Radha's holy name, may
my feet walk over Vrndavana's pathways that are marked with Her footprints, may my hands be
engaged only in Her menial service, may my heart meditate on Her lotus-feet, and may | develop love
for the Lord of Her life (Krsna) through Her festival of emotions.

DESIRING RADHA'S WORSHIP:
Commentary:
First of all Sripada, who is, just like in the previous verse, in sadhakavesa (external consciousness), says:

radha nama sudha rasam rasayitum jihvas tu me vihvala ,,May my tongue become overwhelmed by
relishing the nectar of Radha's holy name!" The best way to attain prema is nama sankirtana. Actually,



when the tongue becomes overwhelmed by chanting the holy name, all the other senses also become
overwhelmed by its sweetness. This is what Sanatana Gosvami says in Brhad Bhagavatamrta (2.3.162):

ekasminn indriye pradurbhdtarh namamrtam rasaih
aplavayati sarvanindriyani madhurair nijaih

Furthermore, Sanatana Gosvami says nijaih svakiyaih svabhavikair va , The holy name naturally
contains all of its own sweetness". Sri Riipa Gosvami writes in his 'Krsna nama stotram':
narada vinojjivana sudhormi niryasa madhuri plra
tvam krsna nama kamam sphura me rasane rasena me

"O Holy name of Krsna! You are the very life of Narada Muni's Vina and the stream of Your
sweetness is the quintessence of nectar! Please always give that savour to my tongue!" But even Krsna
is overwhelmed when His tongue relishes the nectar of Radha's name! When you love somebody, it is
natural that you love that person's name also. Srila Ripa Gosvami writes in Act VI of 'Vidagdha
Madhava' that when Krsna was burning in the forestfire of separation from Sri Radha, his comrade
Madhumangala consoled Him by writing the two syllables Ra-dha on a leaf and showing it to Him,
saying: "O Friend, accept Your Radha!" Krsna was very happy when He saw the syllables on the leaf
and said: "O friend! You fully satisfied Me with this gift!" Because:

kramat kaksam aksnoh parisara bhuvam va $ravanayor
manag adhyaradham pranayi jana namaksara padam
kam apy antas tosam vitarad avilambad anupadam
nisargad visvesam hrdaya padavim utsukayati

"Who will not be happy when the name of one's beloved comes to the edges of the eyes or
the ears? The hearts of all the people of the world are naturally always eager for this!" Offenders
cannot taste the natural sweetness of the holy name, but the holy name destroys the offenses of a
surrendered chanter and becomes self-manifest on his tongue. When a devotee does not experience
any taste, he should humbly pray: "O Holy name! O Cintamani-jewel! O Lord! O form of topmost bliss!
Reveal Your spotless, blissful form on my tongue! You are the most merciful descension in the form of
syllables! Please bless this fallen soul with a little taste of Your endless sweetness!" Thus the sincere
devotee will surely be blessed with some sweet taste (sevonmukhe hi jihvadau svayam eva
sphuratyadhah).

Then Sripada says: padau tat padakankitasu caratam vrndatavi vithisu "Let my feet walk over
the pathways of Vrndavana, which are marked by Her lotus-feet! May | experience the fact that my
ISvarT always walks here! Each speck of Vraja's dust is sprinkled with the honey of Her supreme love,
and even great devotees like Uddhava prayed for a shower of that dust over their heads! When |
remember this | will surely be blessed with a life full of bhajana in Vraja!"

tat karmaiva karah karotu: "May my hands be engaged in Radha's service. My hands and feet
have been serving so many persons. Let them become stunned now and become solely engaged in Sri
Radha's service."

hrdayarh tasyah padar dhyayatat ,May my heart meditate on Sri Radha's lotus-feet, as well
as on Her whole form, Her pastimes and Her qualities. My mind is always restlessly wandering away
from it's sweet meditation on Sri Radha! If it could only aquire some taste for Her lotus-feet, then it
would remain calm and fixed there! Not only the tongue, the hands, the feet and the mind should be
engaged, but all the other senses as well! Let my eyes look at beautiful Radhakunda and at Radha's
devotees, let my nose smell the incense offered to Her, and let my ears hear the singing of Her holy
names, pastimes and attributes!"

Someone may say: "Sripada! Why don't You worship Govinda while living in Vrndavana?" As
an answer he says: "tad bhavotsavatah param bhavatu me tat prananathe ratih When | surrender
exclusively to Sri Radha's lotus-feet, my worship of Govinda will automatically be more successful!
Knowing me to be the greatest object of $ri Radha's mercy, Govinda will automatically come to me and



give me even more mercy than He gives to His own devotees (pritah svam bhajato'pi, verse 118)!
Rather, since $ri Radha is hard to attain even for Him, $ri Govinda will always need me in order to get
Her mercy also! | will not need Him, but He will need me!" Here the word bhavotsava means maiijari
bhava, a preference for Sri Radha over Sri Krsna (bhavollasa rati), and a strong feeling of mine-ness
towards Her. The mafijaris love Krsna only because He is connected to Sri Radha. Sri Ripa Gosvami
concludes his 'Catu Puspanjali’ by praying:

karunam muhur arthaye param tava vrndavana cakravartini
api kesiripor yaya bhavet sa catu prarthana bhajanam janah

"0 Queen of Vrndavanal! | pray for Your mercy again and again, so that | may once become the
object of Krsna's flattering prayers! | will be Your maidservant and when You are angry with Krsna He
will have to flatter me by saying: "O Sundari (beautiful girl) O merciful one! (dayavati)! Please please
Your Svamint for Me, so that the fire of My separation from Her will be extinguished!" Then | will take
Him by the hand and bring Him to You!" Such will be our love for Govinda in the festival of Radha's
bhava! This is the greatest aspiration for a Gaudiya Vaisnava!

Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi 259

DHYAYAMS TAM SIKHI PINCHA MAULIM ANISAM TAN NAMA SANKIRTAYAN
NITYAM TAC CARANAMBUJAM PARICARAMS TAN MANTRA VARYAM JAPAN
SRTRADHA PADA DASYAM EVA PARAMABHISTAM HRDA DHARAYAN
KARHI SYAM TAD ANUGRAHENA PARAMODBHUTANURAGOTSAVAH

| always meditate on Krsna, who wears a crown of peacock-feathers, | always sing His name in
sankirtana, | always serve His lotus-feet (the deity) and repeat His best of mantras, holding the desire
for the supremely cherished service of Sri Radha's lotus-feet in my heart. When will that great festival
of divine love arise in my heart by His grace?

WORSHIPING SRT KRSNA FOR SR RADHA'S SERVICE:
Commentary:

Sripada continues his prayers in sadhakavesa for Sri Radha's maidservice. It is for the sake of attaining
SriRadha’s service alone that he worships Krsna, not independently: amara 1évari hon vrndavanesvart;
tara prananatha boli bhaji giridhari - ,My mistress is the queen of Vrndavana (Radha) and | worship
Giridhari (only) because He is the Lord of Her life." This is the slogan of the radha snehadhika devotees.
Sripada says: "l worship Krsna, who wears a peacock feather, only to please Radha. | will see in my
meditation that | am serving Radhika in a solitary grove in Vrndavana and that She will be angry with
Krsna for being a little too late for His appointment with Her. | will then see in my meditation how
Krsna makes His peacock-feather crown roll on the ground before Her feet, just to pacify Her pique. To
meditate on Krsna in this way is the greatest festival of anuraga for me". In the same way | will always
loudly chant Krsna’s holy name together with Radha’s holy name, holding the most cherished
maidservice of $ri Radha in my heart. This chanting will cause a festival of anuraga to appear in the
heart. Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami similarly prayed:

radheti nama nava sundara sidhu mugdham krsneti nama madhuradbhuta gadha dugdham
sarvaksanam surabhi raga himena ramyam krtva tad eva piba me rasane ksudharte

"0 tongue suffering from thirst! Please mix the delicious nectar of the name Radha with the
wonderfully sweet condensed milk of the name Krsna, add the fragrant ice of pure love and drink this



charming drink at every moment!" Sripada says: "I will always serve Krsna's lotus-feet (the deity) and |
will worship my Tévari with the remnants of His food, His chewed betel-leaves and His flowergarlands.
| will always mutter His best of mantras (the eighteen-syllable gopt jana vallabha mantra), so that my
mind (man) will be saved (tra) from bodily consciousness and | will become absorbed in thinking of my
mafijari svartpa. This very enthusiastic Krsna-bhajana will swiftly make me attain the most cherished
treasure of Sri Radhika's maidservice!

amara paramabhista, radha pada dasye nistha,
dasyamrta praptira karana
Sikhi pificha mauli Syama, satata koribo dhyana,

Sdyama nama koribo kirtana

"For the sake of attaining establishment in the most cherished nectarean service of Radhika's
lotus-feet | will always meditate on Syama, who wears a crown of peacock-feathers, and | will always
chant Syama's holy name."

Syamera $rT padapadma, arcana koribo nitya,
mantra raja japibo sadaya
triloke paramadbhuta, anuraga premotsava,

labhya hobe syamera krpaya

" will always worship Syama's lotus-feet and mutter His best of mantras. By Syama's grace |
will attain the great festival of spontaneous love that is the most astonishing thing in all the three
worlds."

radhara kinkari pada, sudurlabha se sampad,
lokattta parama ananda,

bhane $r1 prabodhananda,  bhagye mile se ananda,
krpa koile nandakula canda

Sri Prabodhananda sings: "It is by great fortune and by the grace of Krsna, the moon of king
Nanda's dynasty, that | can attain the limit of transcendental ecstasy, the rarely attained treasure of
Radha's maidservice."

Prema Bhakti Chandrika, verse 51
(Srila Narottama das Thakur)

sama sneha visama sneh3, na koriho dui leha
kohi matra adhika sneha-gana
nirantara thake sange, krsna katha [1la range

narma sakht ei sab jana (51)

"Equal affection for Radha and Krsna or more affection for Krsna than for Sri Radha - do not become
attached to that. | will just speak about preference for Sri Radha! They are always in Her company,
blissfully telling Her about Krsna. They are all called narma sakhts."

Allegiance to the adhika snehas:
Sudha kanika vyakhya —

Srila Thakura Mahasaya establishes allegiance to the Gaudiya Vaisnavas' adhika sneha mafjaris or
radha snehadhika mainjaris by saying: sama sneha visama sneha na korio dui leha, kohi matra adhika



snehagana. Previously we have mentioned the difference between Sri Radharani's five types of sakhis,
namely visama sneha or $ri krsna snehadhika, those who have a greater love for Krsna, sama sneha or
those who love $ri Radha-Krsna equally and adhika sneha or those who love Sri Radha more than Sri
Krsna. The blessed author says: "We will not do bhajana in allegiance to those who love $ri Radha-
Krsna equally or those who love SriKrsna more than Sri Radha. Therefore na koriho dui leha — We do
not have to leh3, love them or be affectionate towards them." This does not mean that we should not
love them or be indifferent towards them, for those who practise mafjari bhava have proper faith,
respect, love and friendship for all the girlfriends of Sri Radharani. Therefore the word leh3 is
understood to mean special love or allegiance to their feelings here. In his description of the distinction
between the feelings of the visama sneha and sama sneha sakhis on the one hand and the feelings of
the radha snehadhika mafijaris on the other hand, Srimat Ripa Gosvamipada has written —

saficari syat samona va krsna ratya suhrd ratih
adhika pusyamana ced bhavollasa itiryate (B.R.S.2.5.128)

"Those amongst Sri Radharant's sakhis whose love for Sri Radha is equal to or slightly less than
their love for Sri Krsna have love for Krsna as sthayi bhava within which their love for Radha is counted
as a saficari bhava (injected, infused, inserted feelings), for that nourishes their basic love for Krsna.
But those sakhis who love Radha more than Krsna and whose feelings are increased due to constant
absorption in this have the status of bhavollasa because their feelings have come to dominate all
feelings, although they are officially saficari bhavas. Thus, despite it all, this adhika sneha must be
counted as a sthayi bhava."

The Gaudiya Vaisnavas who have taken shelter of Sriman Mahaprabhu's lotus feet and who
follow the Six Gosvamis, headed by Rlpa and Sanatana, are following this upasana (mode of worship)
of mafijari bhava or bhavollasa. Thus the raganuga bhajana of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas who follow the
nitya siddha maiijaris of Vraja, who love Radha more than Krsna, will be accomplished. Therefore the
blessed author does not mention the bhajana in allegiance to visama sneha or sama sneha and only
shows the path of allegiance to the adhika snehas or mafijaris. This is the great gift of Sriman
Mahaprabhu and the most beloved goal of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas. In the kingdom of bhava sadhana,
mafijarT bhava is the pinnacle of relish that a living entity can ascend to!

Then, while defining the reason for which the adhika sneha mafijaris relish more, Srila Thakura
Mahasaya says: nirantara thake sange, krsna kotha lila range, narma sakht ei sab jana "All the sakhts
are eternal companions in Sri Radha-Madhava's pastimes, because although the feelings of the Divine
Pair are all-pervading, they cannot find nourishment without the support of the sakhts. Still there are
no other associates than the mafijaris who continuously stay with Sri Radha-Madhava during Their
pastimes. By Sri Radharant's wish Lalita and other sakhis sometimes are heroines (lovers) of Sri Krsna,
therefore due to their equal feelings they cannot be there when the Divine Pair are having Their
intimate pastimes — there would be shyness and embarrassment. But the mafijaris who are endowed
with bhavollasa are especially absorbed in the different services of the Divine Pair and due to their
oneness in feelings with Her, Sri Radharani considers them to be non different from Her own body.
Thus the mafijaris never become heroines. They are also present when $ri Radha-Madhava have Their
intimate meetings to engage in Their private service. At that time the Divine Pair consider them the
avesa martis (embodiments of Their ecstatic absorption) of Their rasika pastimes, and thus there is no
reason for Them to feel embarrassed and only these mafjaris are constantly in the company of the
Divine Pair. In his $ri Vrndavana Mahimamrta (8th Satakam) Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvatipada has
written about the sweet mood of the mafijaris and how they are always present —

ksanam carana vicchedacchrisvaryah prana harinim;
padaravinda sarnlagna tayaivahar-nisam sthitam
bahuna kim sva kantena kridantyapi lata grhe;
paryankadhisthapitam va vastrair vacchaditam kvacit

radha padabja sevanya sprha kala trayojjhitam



radha priti sukhambhodhav apare buditam sada

radha padambujad anyat svapnante'pi na janatim

radha sambandha sarhdhavat prema sindhaugha malinim
sesasesa maha vismapaka kaisora rlpinim;

ksane ksane rasasvada prodaricat pulakavalim

sarvanga kanti saundarya aparaih sarva mohinim

radha karmakulataya tatra tatra vicalinim

"Since they will die if they are separated from the lotus feet of their Tévari Sri Radharani, the
mafijaris stay with Her lotus feet day and night. What more can | say? When Srimati enjoys with Her
lover in the vine cottage She will take the mafijarT with Her onto the bed and sometimes even covers
her with the sheets! The mafijari does not desire anything but the service of Sri Radha's lotus feet in
all three phases of time — past, present, or future, and is always immersed in a boundless ocean of
ecstatic love for Radha. Even in dreams she does not know anything else but the lotus feet of Radha.
She is beautified by waves of the billowing ocean of prema for Sri Radh3, she has an adolescent female
form that astonishes even the great gods and the entire universe, and she wears big goosebumps due
to relishing rasa on her body at every moment. Radha's maidservants captivate everyone by the
endless luster and beauty of their every limb and they always anxiously wander around here and there
in Radha's service."

In this way the kinkaris are always with $ri Ridha-Madhava, enjoying their services when They
meet, and in times of separation they relieve virahint Radha from the pangs of separation by krsna-
katha l11a range, enjoying discussing topics of Krsna. Then, when they view the pastimes of the Divine
Pair, they keep these intimate pastimes marked on the canvases of their hearts with the pencils of
prema, so that they can describe these blissful pastimes again to Srimati at the time of separation. In
this way they give shape to playful Syama in front of Srimati. Also for this prasanga (conversational)
form of devotional service the mafijaris always stay with Srimati Radharani. Although they are always
engaged in acts of service they are still known as narma sakhts (intimate joking girlfriends). They extend
tasty jokes to Sri Krsna, to Sri Radharani and again to the Divine Pair both, to give them topmost
happiness according to the time. Hence it is said: "They are all called narma sakhis." (51)

Utkalika Vallari, verses 19-20
(Srila Rupa Goswami)

PRANIPATYA BHAVANTAM ARTHAYE
PASUPALENDRA KUMARA KAKUBHIH
VRAJA YAUVATA MAULI MALIKA
KARUNA PATRAM IMAM JANAM KURU

O Prince of the cowherders (Krsna)! | offer my obeisances unto You and | pitifully pray to You: Please
make me the object of mercy of the crowngarland of young girls of Vraja ($ri Radhika)!

SRTRADHA KRPA-PATRA (The Object Of $ri Radha's Grace):
Makaranda Kana Vyakhya:

The strong desire for attaining his coveted devotional service increases more and more in viraht Sri
ROpa Gosvami's heart, and this desire grows as high as the Sumeru-mountain. On the one hand his
heart is squeezed strongly by strong desires to attain the service of the Lord, and on the other hand he
laments because he understands how unqualified he is for attaining that service. This is a very desirable
stage in the kingdom of Divine Love. The aspirant is also separated and deprived of the vision of the
Lord, so he should also feel some want and some void because of this. bhajana means searching, and



that search will make external consciousness disappear from the aspirant. Slowly the thirst for loving
devotion will increase and finally the aspirant will become anxious of thirst. When that thirst takes
over the heart the material world will stay out of the mind and all activities will be connected with that
thirst.

In this verse Srila Riipa Gosvami prays to Sri Syamasundara's lotus-feet: "Please make me the
object of SriRadha's mercy - | don't want anything else! | will relish the mellows of Your service through
the lotus-feet of Sri Radha - not independently!" This is the radha snehadhika love of the mafijaris:
amara 1évart hon vrndavanesvari; tara prananatha boli bhaji giridhart "My Queen is the Queen of
Vrndavana (Sri Radha) and | worship Giridhari because He is the Lord of Her life!" We will not worship
GiridharT without Srimati Radharani. | want to relish Your sweetness by experiencing Radharani and |
want to relish Your sweetness through Sri Radharani. But this will not be done in a sama sneha bhava,
a mood of equal affection. | will keep radha snehadhika priti in my heart." In Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu
SriRipa has written (2.5.18):

saficari syat samona va Krsna-ratyah suhrd ratih
adhika pusyamana ced bhavollasa itiryate

"When the sakhis love Radha (suhrd ratih) as much as or less than Krsna, then this is counted
as a sancari bhava in their sthayi bhava called Krsna rati. But if they always love Radhika more, then it
is called bhavollasa rati." This bhavollasa rati is the sthayi bhava of the maiijaris, who are endowed
with radha snehadhika. This is the great gift of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and this is the very heart of
Gaudiya Vaisnavism. Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami taught his mind:

mad 183 nathatve vraja vipina candram vrajavanes-
varim tan nathatve tad atula sakhitve tu lalitam
visakham $iksali vitarana gurutve priya saro
girindrau tat preksa lalita ratidatve smara manah

"O mind! Remember Sri Krsna, the moon of the Vraja-forests as the Lord of the Queen of
Vrndavana Radha, remember Sri Radha as Sri Krsna's most beloved girl, Lalita as Their matchless
girlfriend, Viéakha as the teacher of all the other girlfriends, and Sri Radhakunda and Giriraja
Govardhana as two places the mere sight of which bestows charming love of S$ri Radha and Krsna!"

sama sneha visama sneh3, na koriho dui leh3,
kohi matra adhika sneha gana
nirantara thake sange, Krsna katha lila range,

narma sakht ei sab jana

"Don't count equal affection (for both Radha and Krsna) and unequal affection (More for Krsna
than for Radha). Just speak of adhika sneha (More love for Radha than for Krsna). Always stay with the
priya narma sakhis and always talk with them about Krsna's pastimes."

$ri ripa manjart ara, $r1 rati mafijari sara,
lavanga maijart mafijulali.

$r1 rasa manfjari sange, kasturika adi range,
prema seva kore kutihole

"Blissfully render loving devotional service with Sri Ripa Mafijari, Sri Rati Mafijari, Lavanga
Mafijari, Mafijulali Mafjari, Sri Rasa Mafijari, Kasturika and others."

e sabhara anuga hoiya, prema seva nibo caiya,
ingite bujhibo sab kaja.



ripe gune dagamagi, sada hobo anurag;,
vasati koribo sakhira majha

(Prema Bhakti Candrika)

"I will follow in their footsteps and render loving devotional service. Simply on their hints | will
understand what my duty is. | will always be passionately absorbed in Radha and Krsna's forms and
qualities while | reside amongst the sakhis."

"0 Syama! | will worship Your Priya, and Your worship will follow automatically, because You
are dearer to Each other than millions of lives!"

pranebhyo'py adhika priya mura-ripor ya hanta yasya api
svlya prana pararddhato'pi dayitas tat pada-renoh kanah
dhanyam tam jagati-traye parilasaj janghala kirtim hareh
prestha-varga Siro'gra bhisana-manim radham kadaham bhaje

(Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvamt's Utkantha dasakam)

"When will | serve $ri Radha, who is dearer to Krsna than His own life, who considers a speck
of Krsna's footdust millions of times more dear than Her own life, who is supremely fortunate, whose
fames shine in the three worlds, and who is the crown jewel of all of Hari's beloveds?" The treasure
that is attained by single-mindedly worshiping $ri Radha is very precious, as Sri Prabodhananda
Sarasvati explains in 'Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi (74)":

dire snigdha parampara vijayatam dare suhrn mandal
bhrtyah santu vidirato vraja-pater anyah prasangah kutah
yatra $rivrsabhanuja krta ratih kufijodare kamina

dvarastha priya kinkart param ahar srosyami kanci-dhvanim

“Let Krsna’s parents and all elders of Vraja stay at a distance, all glories to them! Let the circle
of Krsna's friends keep some distance! Let the servants of the Lord of Vraja, Krsna, stay especially far
away, what to speak of others! Let them all stay away from the kusja-gate where | stand as a loving
maidservant, hearing the sash of bells of Vrsabhanu's beautiful daughter jingling as She makes love
with Her lusty lover!" When | hear these waist bells jingling | know that Your pastimes are finished and
my time for serving has come. | will blissfully enter the kufija and:

mukhera muchabo ghama khaoyabo guya;
ghamete batasa dibo candanadi clya
vrndavanera phulete ganthiya dibo hara;
vinaiya bandhibo ctda kuntalera bhara
kapale tilaka dibo candanera cand
narottama dasa kohe piritera phand
(Prarthana)

"I will wipe Their faces and feed Them betel leaves. | will fan the perspiration from Their bodies
and anoint Them with sandalwoodpulp and other ointments. | will string garlands for Them with
Vrndavana's flowers and place them in His crown and in Her braid. | will draw tilaka on Their foreheads
and | will serve Them sandalpulp and camphor. Narottama dasa says: "That is the noose of love!"

"0 Syama! Your Priyaji is vraja nava yauvata mauli malika, the crowning garland, or the
greatest, of all the young Vraja-sundaris! When You leave all these gopa-sundaris and become eager
to meet with Radhika alone, then You will need my service!"



yasyah kanti tanallasat parimalenakrsta uccaih sphurad
gopivrnda mukharavinda madhu tat pritya dhayann apy adah
mufican vartmani vambhramiti madato govinda bhrngah satam
vrndaranya varenya kalpa-latikam radham kadaham bhaje

(Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvamt's Utkantha dasakam)

"Although the Govinda-bee very much loves the honey (of love) that oozes from the beautiful
lotusfaces of the gopis, He suddenly leaves them and wanders here and there over the pathways
searching for the best of wish-yielding vine of Vrndavana, being attracted to the superexcellent
fragrance of Her blissful body. When will | worship that Radha?"

pasupalendra kumara vrajera $ri hari;
pranata hoiya pade nivedana kori
varaja ramani mauli malika radhika;
tava priyatama tava keli aradhika
kufijesvari radhikara karuna visesa;
kemote paibo ami koro upadesa
bhagavata cidamani $ri ripa gosvami;
prakasila bhajana rahasya cintamani

"I bow down to the feet of $ri Hari, the son of Vraja's cowherdking. Radhika, the crown of all of Vraja's
young girls, is Your beloved, who worships You in Your plays. Please instruct me into how to attain the
special mercy of Kufijesvari Radhika?" Sri Ripa Gosvami, the crown jewel of all devotees, thus reveals
the Cintamani jewel of confidential worship.

VERSE 20:

BHAVATIM ABHIVADYA CATUBHIR
VARAM URJESVARI VARYAM ARTHAYE
BHAVADIYATAYA KRPAM YATHA

MAYI KURYAD ADHIKAM BAKANTAKAH

O Urjesvari (Radhika, the goddess of the Kartika-month)! | pitifully pray to You for this benediction:
May Bakantaka (Krsna, the killer of Bakasura), be more kind to me, knowing me to be Yours!

RADHA NISTHAH (Loyalty to Radha)
Makaranda Kana Vyakhya:

The loyalty of Radha's maidservants is evident from these prayers of Srila Riipa Gosvami. To Sri Krsna
he prays: "Please make me the object of Sri Radha's grace", and to $ri Radha he prays: "May Krsna give
me more mercy, knowing me to be Your maidservant!" Sriman Mahaprabhu's gift is revealed through
the acaryas. This Radha-dasya is an unprecedented gift of mercy. The conditioned souls are floating in
the ocean of material existence, but by some stroke of good luck some of them receive the mercy of
guru and Krsna in the form of the seed of the vine of devotion. samsare bhramite kon bhagyavan jiva;
guru-Krsna prasade pay bhakti lata bija (C.C.) - By taking shelter of the lotus-feet of Sri Guru a fortunate
person can attain purification of the self. Gurudeva is bringing the remembrance of an ever-forgotten
thing back into the heart. When fortunate sadhakas take shelter of Sri Guru's lotus-feet in the Gaudiya
Vaisnava Sampradaya they become acquainted with the service of Sri Radha. After establishing the



self-identification as Radha's dasi they continue their bhajana according to the love of radha
snehadhika (greater love for Radha than for Krsna). How enchanting it is to think of oneself: "l am
Radha's fallen maidservant!" My bhajana is disturbed by bodily consciousness; my life is contaminated
by all kinds of external behaviour! $riJiva Gosvam says: "What to speak of internally, even externally,
while following the process of hearing, chanting and deity-worship, one should think of oneself as
Radha's maidservant." This is the bhita-Suddhi (spiritual self-identification) of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas.
atha tesam suddha bhaktanam bhata-suddhyadikam yathamatir vyakhyayate. tatra bhata-suddhir
nijabhilasita bhagavat sevaupayika tat parsada-deha bhavana paryantaiva tat sevaika purusarthibhih
karya nijanukilyat (Bhakti Sandarbhah - 286) - ,Here the bhita suddhih of the pure devotees is
explained. This means thinking of one's own desired spiritual body, in which one associa-tes with the
Lord and which is suitable for serving Him. The real bhita suddhi for a pure devotee is to think himself
in his own siddha svaripa (spiritual body). This way of thinking is favorable for those who know that
the highest goal of life is to serve God."

When Sri Ripa Gosvami prays he calls Radharant 'Urjesvart’. The month of Kartika (October-
November) is also called 'Urja’, therefore Sri Riipa means to call Sri Radha "O presiding goddess of the
month of Kartika!" This address indicates Sri Radha's superiority. In the Uttara-khanda of the Bhavisya
Purana it is said:

sanketavasare cyute pranayatah samrabdhaya radhaya
prarabhya bhrukutim hiranya rasana damna nibaddhodaram
kartikyam janant krtotsava vare prastavana purvakam

catuni prathayantam atma pulakarm dhyayema damodaram

"Once, in the auspicious month of Kartika, Krsna could not meet His beloved Radharani in the
kufija on time, so Srimati frowned Her eyebrows out of loving anger and bound Krsna around the belly
with a golden rope. Sri Krsna then explained to Her that He was too late for His appointment because
He had been held up in Ma Yasomati's festival, so Srimati released Him again. Since then Sri Krsna has
been named 'Damodara’ or 'Nivi Damodara (the girdle-Damodara)'. We meditate on this Damodara,
who is studded with goosepimples of loving ecstasy!"

The month of Kartika is also called the month of Damodara. It is not just the month in which
mother Yasoda bound up Krsna, but also the month in which Sri Radha bound Him up. At first the ropes
with which mother Yasoda tried to bind up Krsna were two fingers too short because of her lack of
eagerness, and it took Mother Yasoda a lot of trouble to get Krsna bound up, but Sri Radha's loving
eagerness was so great that She easily bound Krsna up, and released Him again also. By calling Sri
Radha the goddess of the month of Kartika, Srila Ripa Gosvami has indicated Her absolute supremacy
over all the other devotees.

SriRapa says: "O goddess of Kartika! | praise You and | pray to You with sweet, anxious words:
"May Krsna give me more mercy, knowing me to be Your maidservant!" "He will serve You with His
own hands, and | will assist Him. Then He will shower me with His mercy, knowing me to be Yours!"

vasanti kusumotkarena parita saurabhya vistarina

svenalankrti saficayena bahudhavirbhavitena sphutam
sotkampam pulakodgamair murabhidha drag bhasitangirm kramair
modenasru bharaih plutam pulakitam radham kadaham bhaje

(Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami's Utkantha dasakam)

"When will | serve $ri Radha, who sheds many tears of joy and whose hairs stand on end when
Krsna gradually decorates Her in so many ways with many self-made ornaments made of spring-
flowers that extend their excellent fragrance everywhere, trembling and horripilating of ecstasy?"
My assistance will be required when You are served in this way, and Krsna will give me more mercy,
knowing me to be Your maidservant! O Svamini! | don't have anyone but You in this world! My most
merciful $r1 Gurudeva has submitted me to Your lotus-feet. | will not mix with this world and its people!



| will only think of You, and | will give my heart and my life to Your service!" This is how those whose
hearts are attached to the mood of service to $ri Radha are thinking.

"O Svamini! Please let me attain Your Priyatama's mercy as Your maidservant! Krsna is erotic
sentiment personified, and His body blazes with an abundance of transcendental lust, so He has a
strong desire to play with You! There are other consorts also, but His mind is really fixed on Youl!
Therefore He ultimately desires me to serve Him as Your maidservant." She prays with all her heart:

he drjesvari! radhe! amara 1$vari!
catu-vakye tava pade nivedana kori

$r1 Krsna tomari bheve (more) koribe karuna
ei to vidhana koro Krsna-priyatama

"0 Urjesvari Radhe! O my goddess! | pray to Your feet with plaintive words: May Krsna bestow
His mercy upon me, considering me to be Yours! Please let this be, O beloved of Krsna!"



